Succeeding in University of Phoenix FlexNet Classes
Undergraduate and Graduate
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What is -businsss?

E-business is the direction ofthe momentum shif ofthe methods of
comporting business. 45 society evolves so do business practices. Improvements
and technological advancements promote the growih and evoluion of business.
Hlost recently, the technological revolution is bringing about a shift where business
is ullzing advancements in communication and technology to enhance their
performance better serving the customer.

E-business has opened opportunities to organizations to broaden their




Succeeding in
University of Phoenix 
FlexNet Classes
Introduction

The University of Phoenix FlexNet class model blends the scheduling flexibility of online classes with the face-to-face oral interaction and personal contact of onground classes. Students can join a FlexNet cohort as a new student at the University of Phoenix or as a transfer from either a UOP onground or online cohort.
FlexNet classes embrace the best of both the online and onground learning modalities. The first and last week of a FlexNet class are conducted onground, at one in a UOP classroom; the intermediate classes are conducted online, using the UOP Online Learning System (OLS).
Transitioning to Learning

Transitioning to the higher‑education classroom, both at the undergraduate or graduate levels, requires honing well-learned skills such as reading, note taking, and writing academic papers. The University of Phoenix also requires that all students acquire and demonstrate competency in skills that you may not have already developed such as critical thinking, team learning, and computer software applications (i.e. Microsoft® Word®, Excel®, PowerPoint®, Access®, Outlook® or Outlook Express®, Visio®, and Project®).

Onground or Online
Both the onground and online learning modalities are effective, currently the choice is the students: which is more appropriate at this stage in my life? The question to ask: Which is better for me, the onground weekly meetings in which I can see and talk to my cohort and teacher or is the online classroom without scheduled meetings and the flexibility of posting my responses at any time? Both learning environments have their particular strengths, and, unfortunately, they each have their own particular limitations.
Why is Onground Learning Effective?
The onground learning modality enables the students and faculty facilitator to interact in a traditional, face-to-face environment, a modality with which most of us are familiar and comfortable. This environment may make the transition to higher education more palatable for some students, especially those who aren’t yet fully adept or comfortable using a computer-mediated communication environment. 
During the four‑hour onground class meeting there is ample time for the faculty member to present a lecture and discussion questions and for the students to discuss their thoughts about the question and hold a general seminar conversation. All of the participating scholars are present to one another at the same time. 
Onground classes, because the format is familiar to all students and faculty, provide an accessible transition into the higher-education classroom for working adults. You may have been away from the classroom for less than a year, but if my experience at the University of Phoenix allows me to generalize our student demographics, you may have been away from the classroom for as long as 30 years—or even longer.
Why is Online Learning Effective?
The online classroom doesn’t require students and faculty to meet at a prescribed time each week. Although the course syllabus will still state when assignments are due; however, the students are usually free to participate in class discussions according to their own schedule. The online modality frees both the student and faculty member from travelling to class at a specified date and time each week, thereby presenting both with additional time for research, reading, and responding to written discussion questions and intraclass conversations. The online classroom is an asynchronous environment, that is the participants (both student and faculty) are not present to one another at the same time. Conversations are written (posted to electronic newsgroups), and responses are prepared and posted later. Conversations are threaded, that is each question and all responses are digitally connected so that the conversation’s comments can be read in sequence, in the same order in which they were posted to the newsgroup.
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The following screen image capture shows how a threaded conversation is displayed in the Microsoft® Outlook Express® e-mail and newsgroup reader software application.

In this example, the threaded (subsequent) messages are displayed below the parent message, and they are indented to indicate their being subordinate to the parent message, a follow‑up message. In a typical class, each student may be expected to post between a dozen and fifty messages each week, the number varying with the complexity of the question, the depth of research or personal description invited, and the number of participants in the academic cohort.
Some comments may yield only a single threaded response while other questions or comments may generate dozens of responses.
Online Attendance and Participation

Attendance and participation are two evaluation criteria used by the University and the faculty to evaluate student academic performance.

Online Attendance
Each student enrolled in online classes (including the intermediate weeks of a FlexNet class) must post messages to the main class newsgroup on two days during each academic week (the second week begins on the day after first onground meeting of the FlexNet class). Unless the student posts at least one message on two separate days, he must be marked as absent for the week. The University of Phoenix allows a student to be absent from only one class meeting or online academic week during the duration of a course.
Online Participation

During the intermediate weeks of a FlexNet class, each student must participate in the online class written conversations by posting messages of substantive content, relevant to the topic presented by the faculty member, on five separate days to be eligible to receive full participation credit for the week. Participation is evaluated, and it contributes to the student’s weekly evaluations and the final course grade that becomes part of his official academic record.
Students who are new to the online environment, especially those who have transitioned from onground to online or FlexNet modality may not recognize that they must participate in the online class discussions during each online week on five separate days to receive full participation credit. Participating on five separate days requires a commitment to the class and academic studies that is just as rigorous, albeit in a different manner, as participating orally during onground class discussions.
FlexNet: Combining Onground and Online

The FlexNet program integrates both onground and online modalities so you get the best of both worlds! However, some students (and occasionally new faculty members) don’t accurately understand when academic weeks begin and when they must participate in class discussions. Here are the guiding expectations for FlexNet participation:
1. Academic week one is conducted onground, and all students are expected to attend this class meeting.
2. Academic week two, which is conducted online, begins at midnight, the day after the first onground meeting. Week two concludes one week later, on the same day of the week as the onground meeting. During this academic week, and all the other intermediate weeks, students are expected to join class written conversations by posting messages of substantive, relevant content to the main newsgroup on five separate days.
3. The final academic week (week five for most undergraduate classes and week six for most graduate classes) ends one calendar week before the final onground class meeting. Students have six calendar days to prepare their assignments for the final week.
4. The final class meeting (the end of the course) is conducted onground, and all students are expected to attend this class meeting.
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